Scotus: Andrew Cuomo Can’t Limit Attendance of Religious 
Gatherings for Jewish or Catholic Plaintiffs Due to Covid 
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The Supreme Court recently, in a 5-4 decision, stuck down an executive order by Governor Andrew Cuomo 
that restricted the number of persons who could attended religious services. The plaintiffs were both Catholic 
and Jewish groups. 
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U.S. Supreme Court sides with Catholics/Jews in case against NY Gov. Cuomo’s order restricting 
public gatherings. “In a red zone, while a synagogue or church may not admit more than 10 persons, 
businesses categorized as ‘essential’ may admit as many people as they wish.” Majority opinion: “But 
even in a pandemic, the Constitution cannot be put away & forgotten. The restrictions at issue here, by 
effectively barring many from attending religious services, strike at the very heart of the First 
Amendment's guarantee of religious freedom.” “Even if the Constitution has taken a holiday during this 
pandemic, it cannot become a sabbatical.” ~ Justice Neil Gorsuch on First Amendment and New York 


case involving churches and synagogues. 


Justice Stephen Breyer dissent: “...the state has countervailing arguments based upon health, safety, 
and administrative considerations that must be balanced against the applicants’ First Amendment 
challenges.” 


Chief Justice Roberts dissents in church/synagogue case, where majority temporary blocks limits set 
by New York Gov. Cuomo. 


Many conservatives were upset that the Chief Justice had sold them out, but this has happened before with 
Roberts and with Kennedy before he retired. One can put aside the constitution for a second and ask the 
simple moral question whether the state has the right to limit religious attendance. If Trump and the 
mainstream right had not called this a hoax or made it a partisan issue, tens of millions of Americans 
wouldn't have been infected. That fact has unfortunately clouded the judgement of many people on the 
religious question let’s call it. But | have to answer with the dissent and agree with Breyer. The state has the 
right to use force in the protection of the common good. However, as a Catholic myself | recognize that the 
state is not above the Church. How exactly to square this circle is a hard question, especially since churches 
are hotbeds for spreading a virus: everyone if close together, not much air circulation, etc. 
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